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BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 

 
COURSE NUMBER: REL 305   

 
COURSE TITLE: Religion in America Today 
 
Faculty Name: 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Pre-Requisite: none 
 
Text/Software: NONE. Resources for this course are online readings and videos. 
 
Credits: 3 
         
40 Hours of Structured Learning Activities  

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The United States was founded on ideals which include the dual 
concepts of religious freedom and religious tolerance. Yet, many religious beliefs and practices 
in this country are misunderstood and the actual degree of diversity is underestimated. At times, 
tension between religious freedom and religious tolerance has been the cause of unrest – even 
violence. This course is designed to increase religious literacy as a means of understanding the 
diversity of world views, beliefs, and practices of those with whom we coexist. Content will 
include an overview of religion in the United States from colonial times to the present, with an 
emphasis on contemporary issues and current events. 
  
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
 Upon completion, students will be asked to evaluate this course based on the following 

objectives: 
 

1. Gain a broader understanding and understanding of intellectual/cultural activity 
(music, science, literature, etc.).  

2. Learn to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view. 
 

 

 

 
MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS 

 
GOAL A: Convey a general knowledge of religion in America and an understanding of 
religious diversity as it has evolved since colonial times. 

 Learning Objectives: The student will: 
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A- 1 Analyze the certain key developments, events, and conflicts in American religious 
history from the colonial period to the present. 

A-2 Synthesize the primary causes of those events and the relationship between (or 
influence on) those events as they impact the present. 
 
 

GOAL B: Develop proficiency in written and oral discussion of religious culture, with an 
emphasis on interaction with a multiplicity of world views. 

 Learning Objectives: The student will: 
 
B-1 Construct a working vocabulary of terms and concepts that are relevant, 

appropriate, and constructive for written and oral communication on the topics of 
specific religions, religion in general, and aspects of religion that are  interrelated 
with culture, ethnicity, diversity, pluralism, world views, nationalism, and 
globalism. 

B-2 Demonstrate comprehension of the religious lexicon of terms and concepts 
through application in class discussions and written assignments. 
 

GOAL C: Become more conversant with the diversity of religious culture in the surrounding 
communities. 

 Learning Objectives: The student will: 
 
C-1 Outline diverse beliefs and practices of religions that are widely practiced in the 

United States today. 
C-2 Interpret recent data on such topics as immigration, demographics, and modes of 

cultural exchange for assessing the extent of religious pluralism in the United 
States today.  

 
GOAL D: Compare and contrast situations in which “freedom of religion” is, or is not, 
tolerated in the United States today. 

 Learning Objectives: The student will: 
 

D-1 Analyze the relationship between religious freedom and religious tolerance. 
D-2 Identify factors such as historical events, traditions, assumptions, or policies that 

have contributed to (or detract from) a cultural climate of freedom and tolerance. 
 

GOAL E: Synthesize critical thinking and cultural awareness into strategies for meeting the 
challenges of living and working in a pluralistic society.  

E-1 Develop and discuss personal experience with, or observations of, religious 
conflicts. Assess proposed solutions. 

E-2 Evaluate how increasing diversity may shape American culture in the future. 
E-3 Identify resources to aid in recognizing and appreciating local religious symbols, 

art, architecture, rituals, and celebrations. 
 

EVALUATION PROCEDURE AND GRADING POLICY 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY: 
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CAS CLASSROOM STANDARDS: See Blackboard “Syllabus” area 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE (all assignments/exams and due dates): 
 

 

 


